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Legislative Consent Memorandum for the Tobacco and Vapes Bill
Position Statement

On 24th January 2025, Trading Standards Wales (TSW) responded to the above consultation on the Tobacco and Vapes Bill.  In that response, TSW indicated that in respect of the first question posed:
“The measure would create a two-tier age system for tobacco whereby someone born in 2008 would be legally able to purchase tobacco products whilst someone born in 2009 would not. Having a two-tier age system means that young people could still obtain cigarettes from older friends or family members that smoke and, it is unlikely that any parties would report each other to the authorities as both would face legal consequences in doing so. 

We do not think it is realistic to believe that in the future, 30, 40, or 50 year old adults who are purchasing tobacco products would be challenged about their age and asked to prove they were born before January 2009.

The measures do not include a strategy for dealing with the impact that this legislation would have on the illegal tobacco/vapes market.

Despite the benefits of the measure, questions need to be asked as to whether a tobacco control policy that adopts an aggressive prohibitionist approach towards consumers is the most effective means of achieving a tobacco free future. Welsh Government needs to examine closely the reasons why this health measure was unsuccessful in New Zealand and repealed in February 2024 despite receiving support from academics, clinicians, local communities and the general public”.

Since submission, it has been drawn to our attention that there might be some confusion surrounding our position in this matter.
This Position Statement, therefore, is intended to clarify TSW’s position with regard to the response made to Question 1 of our original submission.  
TSW is reassured by the briefing given by Lord Bichard and Wendy Martin of National Trading Standards (NTS) to the Commons Bill Committee and wish to make it clear that we fully support the age of sale provisions in the Bill, and in particular, the provision to make it illegal to sell tobacco to anyone born on or after 1st January 2009.  I wish to make it abundantly clear that nowhere in our response do we indicate in whatever manner that as an organisation we are against this Bill becoming statute.
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